The European Territorial cooperation is important part of the EU regional policy. It examines the relationships between countries and territories. Cross border cooperation is an institutional and a political oriented cooperation between two or more administrative and sovereign units. In this paper cross border cooperation was analysed as an institutional process of interstate cooperation and cross border cooperation between administrative units in Belarus -Latvia's borderland. European integration and cross border cooperation are linked by 1) integrated economic space across the member states by Henk van Houtum, 2) the intersection between the history of European integration and the more general research field of border studies by Birte Wassenberg and 3) more gradual process and impact on border locations after the Second World war by Steven Brakman, Harry Garretsen, Charles van Marrewijk and Abdella Oumer. The theoretical approach of cross border cooperation includes -1) the relation between core and periphery, 2) the division of exogenous and endogenous factors and 3) types of borderlands (alienated borderlands, co -existent borderlands, interdependent borderlands and integrated borderlands). Further theorethical concepts are drivers of cross-border co -operation (economic, political leadership, identity/cultural and geographical drivers). The research question is -''How cross -border cooperation can influence the integration and cooperation between Latvia and Belarus? How far cooperation with an EU neighbour takes on hegemonic traits or not? Which are the cross border cooperation forms between Belarus and Latvia which ''makes'' the integration between Belarus and Latvia''.
Introduction
''Cross Border Cooperation (CBC) is one of the tools of the EU policy towards its neighbours. Cross border cooperation between two or more countries includes aspects of borderland development, regional integration, economic development and social cohesion'' 1 .
''The regional integration has a historical background. In this sense cross border cooperation is understand as cooperation between border regions. Markus Perkmann are arguing, that ''borders is a form of boundary associated with the rise of the modern nation -state'' 2 and the 'establishment of an interstate geopolitical order' 3 Tripathi Dhananjay'' 4 .
''The main problem is to analyse, how between two regulation periods (2007 -2013) and (2014 -2020) of Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument (ENPI), cross border cooperation influenced 'the cooperation between the EU member states and European Neighbourhood countries' 5 by Mirela Xheneti, David Smallbone and Friederike Welter. In this case, will be set the analysis of the case study between Latvia and Belarus become a crucial topic for the European Neighbourhood Policy (the ENP), because it is unclear how member states between the EU and the ENP'' 1 :
Cooperates between each other; Makes partnership of social and economic development projects; Encouraging civil society A research problem is to compare cross -border cooperation concept to Europe's integration, especially at borderland regions and particular research question is: "How far does cross-border cooperation between a member and a non-member state at the case of Latvia-Belarus generate integration processes comparable to European Integration?". ''Cross -border cooperation plays the role of Europe's integration, because cross border cooperation is the tool for territorial and administrative integration of Europe. Cross border cooperation had been seen as a consensus making policy between Latvian and Belarusian governments. Cross border cooperation is also political dialogue for municipal, regional and national inter -institutional cooperation'' 2 .
Theoretical analysis of the interaction between cross -border cooperation and integration

European Territorial Cooperation
European Commission says, that European territorial cooperation: ''is one of the two goals of cohesion policy and provides a framework for the implementation of joint actions and policy exchanges between national, regional and local actors from different Member States''3. European territorial cooperation leads regional policy, which solve the efficiency of local governance. Harald Bardersheim and Lawrence E. Rose says: "With respect to territorial choice, reasons given for boundary changes (usually amalgamations) or other measures are often that existing units are inefficient, are incapable of providing services and welfare" 4 .
Forms of European Territorial Cooperation:
Cross border cooperation -''directly neighbourly cooperation in all areas of life between regional and local authorities along the border and involving all actors'' 5 ;
Trans -national cooperation -''cooperation (between regional and local authorities) mostly in single sectors (not in all areas of life) and with selected actors'' 6 ;
Interregional cooperation -''cooperation between countries (sometimes allowing regions to participate) with regard to a special subject (for example regional development) related to large, connected areas'' 7 ; 
Exchange
Hegemonic inter -regional cooperation means dominant inter -regional cooperation, which is the leading mode from inter -regional cooperation (see: Tab.1). For example Schleswig -Holstein federal land region is more important, than Southern Denmark, because Schleswig -Holstein federal land can to attract more investments and support from German government. Consultancy is the channel for the coordination of inter -regional cooperation. Regime is the level of possible speed of inter -regional cooperation, which means how fast cross -border cooperation will be organixzed. Support of inter -regional cooperation means institutional and financial support of inter -regional cooperation, which is important for economic independence for cross -border cooperation.
Cooperation outside of the EU;
Cooperation outside of the EU means interregional and cross -border cooperation in the regions, which are outside from the EU, but which are bordered with the EU. There exist two particular financial instruments for realization of cooperation outside of the EU. These financial instruments are:
The Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA) -''is based on partnerships with the EU candidate countries -the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Croatia, and Turkey -and potential candidate countries -Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, and Serbia. It supports administrative, social and economic reforms, as well as regional and cross-border co-operation'' 1 .
The European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument (ENPI) -''promotes co-operation and economic integration between the EU and partner countries -Algeria, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Egypt, Georgia, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Moldova, Morocco, the Palestinian Authority, the Russian Federation, Syria, Tunisia, and Ukraine. It supports partnerships encouraging good governance and social and economic development'' 2 .
The financial assistance for the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA) and the European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument (ENPI) are accordingly ''11, 7 billion EUR, of which 242 million EUR is earmarked for cross-border cooperation (IPA) and 15.4 billion EUR, of which 634 million is earmarked for cross-border cooperation'' 3 .
European grouping of territorial cooperation; ''The European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation (EGTC) is a new tool, which has been presented by the European Commission on the basis of long-term political actions and proposals coming, among others, from the Committee of the Regions'' 4 .
Data and methodology
In this research will be used -1) qualitative and 2) quantitative methodology. As a qualitative methodology will be used literature analysis and structural interviews with policy makers, members from civil society and diplomats. The interviews will be organized in Latvia and Belarus.
Data will be collected be collected data from Latvia -Lithuania -Belarus cross border cooperation data basis. Results from the interview will be used as the data for qualitative analysis. ''Spatial data are those data which combine attribute information (e.g. name of the spatial object -for example villages, population density etc.) with location information (spatial coordinates) (georeferenced data)'' 5 . Spatial data will used to proof geographical integrity of cross border cooperation.
Types of spatial data: • ''Point data: a single point location, such as a GPS reading or a geocoded address'' 1 . For example -Houses, firms;
• ''Line data (arcs): a set of ordered points, connected by straight line segments. For example -Roads, rivers'' 2 ;
• Polygonal data: For example an area, marked by one or more enclosing lines, possibly containing holes.
The next quantitative tool (the method) will be the geographical information systems (the GIS). As a specific computers program will be used ArcMap 10.3 and ArcMap Pro programs.
Political integration between Latvia and Belarus provides closer cross -border cooperation between both countries
Political integration between Latvia and Belarus provides closer cross -border cooperation between both countries. In this chapter will be provided -1) the analysis of institutional framework of cross -border cooperation between Belarus and Latvia, 2) drivers of cross-border co -operation in Belarus and Latvia's borderland and 3) project analysis of European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument 2007-2013 Cross Border Cooperation Programme Latvia -Lithuania -Belarus.
Latvia and Belarus 'established diplomatic relationships in 1992, which was the start point of the cooperation between both countries' 3 . In the same year Belarus became as an important regional player in Eastern Europe, because Belarus started it's regional integration on Europe's political map. Famous Belarusian historian Jan Zaprudnik says, that: "Through diplomatic contacts with the European states, Minsk is trying to enter the European Community, with whose world contacts and culture Belarus feels more at home. On January 30, 1992, the Republic of Belarus was accepted as a member of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe" 4 . A very important field, where Latvia and Belarus are cooperating, is economy. Cross -border cooperation in the framework of institutional cross border cooperation defines as a ''policy promoting all types of negotiated actions between the public institutions of at least two neighbouring territorial entities'' 5 Belarus is a part of the Eastern Partnership. The civil societal sector is important actor for cross border cooperation, especially for the projects, which are related ''The Belarusian National Platform is organized differently than the National Platforms of other EaP countries which is also due to the different situation within the country and the limited participation of Belarus within the Eastern Partnership'' 6 . This is related with political situation in Belarus, which is not democracy Western European point of view. Latvia is part of the EU Baltic Sea region, where Belarus is available to participate for the EU strategy for Baltic Sea region (EUSBSR). EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR) is related with ''the EU Economic Development Strategy (Multi-Annual Financial Framework 2014-2020), such as mobility and multimodality, knowledge society, competitiveness, people and skills and institutional capacity and cooperation'' 1 . Economic institutions in all three Baltic states are different from the market or the firm, and although they are an expression of local attitudes towards for example ''associationism''. In Daugavpils county are three parishes, which are bordered with Belarus -Latvia's border. These parishes are: Demenes, Skrudlienas and Salienas parishes. These parishes are in the same size like before administrative reform in 2009. That shows, that administrative cooperation is the same as it was for the realization of cross border cooperation program for period In Kraslavas county are four parishes, which are bordered with Belarus -Latvia's border. These parishes are Kaplavas, Indras, Kalniešu and Robeznieku parsihes. All parishes, which were mentioned before, existed also in "old" administrative reform.
The area of research
In Zilupes county, which before was included in Kraslavas region, is only one administrative parish which bordered with Belarus -Latvia's border. It is Pasienes parish.
All administrative units from Latvian side are bordered with Braslaw, Verkhnyadzvinsk and Myory districts from Belarussian side. Projects of European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument 2007-2013, which is for cross border cooperation programme Latvia -Lithuania -Belarus. The analysis of cross -border projects between Latvia, Lithuania and Belarus by it's priority, shows integrity by different kind of projects and forms of cooperation. The number of projects between Belarus, Lithuania and Latvia for period 2011 -2013 is 57 projects (see: Fig. 2 ). There is a positive progression of the number of projects of cross border cooperation between Belarus, Lithuania and Latvia, for example in 2011 was 14 projects, but in 2013 the number of projects was 27. 
The integrity between cross -border projects in Latvia and Belarus
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Figure 4: The number of cross -border projects in Latvia's -Belarus borderland (in border counties).
The map is made by Janis Balodis using spatial data from geographical information data, which produced by Latvian Geospatial Data Agency.
Cross -border cooperation projects is not understand only from it's geographical meaning of cross -border regions. That also shows, that the majority of cross -border projects are not done in the borderland between Belarus and Latvia (see :  Fig. 4) . The institutions and responsible authorities in the borderland are more dependent from central administrative authorities -1) regional government and 2) central government of county. The dynamics of cross -border projects in borderlands is hard to evaluate, because there is only data for the period 2007 -2013. The cross -border projects for the period 2014 -2020 is not finished yet.
Cross border cooperation and integration at municipal level between Latvia and Belarus proof's a local integration in a local scale
Cross border cooperation and integration at municipal level between Latvia and Belarus are organized by cross border cooperation programs and interstate cooperation in trade, economics and environment. It is also related for rural level between Belarus and Latvia.
In this chapter will be explained how two cross -border cities like Daugavpils (Latvia) and Vitebsk (Belarus) cooperates between each other. The next level at rural level, two villages -Druya (Belarus) and Piedruja (Latvia). The border as a part of cross -border cooperation provides two dimensions: ''1) geographical location and product innovation'' 2 .
The cross border cooperation in the municipal level, like the cooperation between Daugavpils and Vitebsk
The cross border cooperation in the municipal level shows cooperation linkage in a macro and micro level (see: Tab. 2). A macro level cooperation of cross border cooperation in the municipal level means, that a urban spaces (towns) cooperates between each other. Usually these cities are characterized in two terms: 1) border towns and 2) divided cities. For example cross border cooperation between Gorlitz (Germany) and Zgorzelec (Poland). A micro level cooperation is between of cross border cooperation in the municipal level means that urban districts cooperate between each other. For example, here as an example could be cross border cooperation between Vitorazska district between Gmund (Austria) and Česke Velenice (Czech Republic/Czechia).
But in Daugavpils and Vitebsk case, cross -border cooperation is not understand as a cross -border cooperation between Daugavpils and Vitebsk shows historical, geographical, economic (development) dimension of cross border cooperation or even partnership between Daugavpils and :
Historical dimension -Daugavpils and Vitebsk historically were located in one administrative unit -called Vitebsk governorate.
Geographical dimension -both cities are crossed by Daugava river. Also Daugavpils and Vitebsk are located on the highlands and the river valleys.
Economic (development) dimension -bilateral economic cooperation is organized between Latgale Planning region and Vitebsk region.
Identity dimension is different from historical and geographical dimensions, because identity is related with behavioural geography. Alberto Gasparini talking about culture in the border towns, says: "The culture pervading the border town is founded on a basic ambiguity: on one hand it gives the border area and town is a feeling of marginality with respect to the state system" 1 .
Cross border cooperation and cultural integration and identity between Latvia and Belarus
Cross border cooperation and cultural integration and identity between Latvia and Belarus shows, how important is a unique identity for borderlands and cross -border relationships.
In this chapter will be explained a historical interlink between urban and rural places in Latvia's -Belarus borderland. This is versus for cultural geographical analysis for instance, how languages like Latvian and Belarusian. Ethnicities and religion are also two components, which are relevant for cross border culture.
Historical -cultural identity of cross -border cooperation between Latvia and Belarus
''Views past events as taking place "then and not now"''1 ''Ahistorical, antihistorical''2 ''Historical voice''3 ''Commemorative voice''4 ''Museum as form ''5 ''Museum as temple''6 ''Disagreement, change, and controversy as part of ongoing historical''7 ''Unquestionable heroic narratives' '8 Paul Holtom is arguing, that collective membering is related with the history and a collective memory. There are various factors of how collective membering is described for geographical borders and borderlands. Factors like 1) objective, 2) distanced from any particular perspective and 3) critical and reflective stance are transformed to equality (see: Tab. 3). On the other hand for history, the factors are transformed from collective memory, like 1) subjective, 2) single committed perspective and 3) reflects a particular group's social framework. Subjective approach in history means that cross border phenomena is interpreted from a personal perspective and there is no relevance of cross border cooperation as a process of spatial mental interaction.
Historical -cultural identity of cross -border cooperation between Latvia and Belarus brings: Memory;
''Borders exist everywhere, between life and death, between the believer and atheist, between the dweller and the neighbour and continue between the void and the fullness'' 9 , mentioned Anjuman Ara Begum. Borderlands between Latvia and Belarus are those territories, where during the Second World war were the most important battles between Nazi Germany and Soviet Union.
Cultural diversity; Multicultural region;
The relations between historical and cultural identity at the borderland is transforming to materiality. Karri Kiiskinen says, that: "The national and the EU border have mutual benefits when it comes to strategies of presenting cultural diversity. The ideas of a "multicultural region'' suggest European values and these seem to be layered in the material heritage of the borderland" 10 . Cross -border cooperation among multicultural Latvia's -Belarus borderland Cross -border cooperation provides also opportunities, for instance 'as spaces of connections, interdependencies and inter-regional cooperation' 11 .
Conclusions
The research question of master thesis is: "How cross -border cooperation can influence the integration and cooperation between Latvia and Belarus".
Cross -border cooperation as the tool of European integration is 1) dynamic, 2) complicated and 3) diverse. Cross border cooperation as the form of territorial cooperation is important for territorial integration. Institutions, common values, cooperation, synergy, unity and geographical space are elements for cross border cooperation.
Five possible hypothesis were analysed in this master thesis -1) Political integration between Latvia and Belarus provides closer cross -border cooperation between both countries. The cross -border cooperation builds a stronger intergovernmental cooperation between Latvia and Belarus, which is realized by the European Neighbourhood Policy Instrument, 2) The integrity between cross border projects in Latvia and Belarus, shows how both countries cooperates for economic, social affairs and combating against illegal immigration. A part of the bilateral cooperation between Latvia and Belarus, the cross border cooperation has been looking as the tool, how to promote the cooperation in business, culture, education, environmental protection and tourism between Latvia and Belarus, 3) Cross border cooperation and integration at municipal level between Latvia and Belarus proof's local integration in local scale. The cross border cooperation at the municipal level, like the cooperation between Daugavpils and Vitebsk shows oriented cooperation policy, 4) Cross border cooperation stimulates cultural integration between Latvia and Belarus. borderland between Latvia and Belarus is territory with it's own identity and culture and 5) There is existing institutional barriers between the integrity and cross -border cooperation. An institutional and organizational barriers for cross -border coopearation are significant problem cross border cooperation between Latvia and Belarus.
The cross -border cooperation builds a stronger intergovernmental cooperation between Latvia and Belarus has been proofed by following arguments. The cross border cooperation between Belarus and Latvia is organized as a cooperation for fields, like 1) economic development, 2) tourism, 3) trade, 4) environmental protection, 5) border security and 6) an intergovernmental cooperation. Mutual interests and common political -economic values bring together both countries and cross -border cooperation is looking as the solutions, how European integration works in practice. the European Neighbourhood Policy Instrument (The ENPI) is an good example how cross border cooperation programmes could integrate territories by a different level of economic development and sustainability of political regime. The number of projects between Belarus, Lithuania and Latvia for period 2011 -2013 is 57 projects. There is a positive progression of the number of projects of cross border cooperation between Belarus, Lithuania and Latvia, for example in 2011 was 14 projects, but in 2013 the number of projects was 27. This shows, how cross -border projects are important for European integration phenomena in Belarus and Latvia's case.
Cross -border governance between Latvia and Belarus includes 1) multilevel governance, 2) trans border issues, 3) regional development and 4) governance research (which governance type for cross border cooperation is the best, for example good governance).
A part of the bilateral cooperation between Latvia and Belarus, the cross border cooperation has been looking as the tool, how to promote the cooperation in business, which is proofed in this research by three aspects 1) interstate aid policy for starting business, 2) Latvian -Belarusian business chamber and 3) business development policies from regional development institutions, for example an administration of Latgale Planning region (Latvia).
Cross border cooperation between Daugavpils and Vitebsk shows three dimensions, how urban entities like state significance cities like Daugavpils and Vitebsk cooperates between each other, using cross border cooperation approach. These dimensions are 1) historical, 2) economic and 4) geographical dimensions.
The borderland between Latvia and Belarus is territory with it's own identity and culture has been proofed by theoretical proof and practical field work in the research area.
In this research was used to elaborate cross border paradigms -1) realistic,2) transnational and 3) global.
A cross border identity was proofed by using cross border values. These values are 1) European added value, 2) political added value, 3) institutional added value, 4) socio -economic added value and 5) socio -cultural added value. [2] Andrew Savchenko, Belarus -A Perpetual Borderland. Leiden, Boston, Brill, 2009, p. 1.
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